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Folio Description Creator Date Language Notes

1-2 Letter to Fr [James] Jones [SJ] from [Fr] E Coghlan, Grahamstown, inviting the 

English Province to take over the running of St Aidan's College and to start a 
[Fr] E Coghlan 8 July 1874

3-6 Letter to Fr P[eter] Gallwey [SJ] from [Bishop] J[ames] D[avid] Ricards, 

Grahamstown,  regarding the establishment of a seminary in Grahamstown 

under the care of the Jesuits and of a permanent mission there, with an 

overview of the College and the town.

[Bishop] J[ames] 

D[avid] Ricards
31 October 1874

7-13 Letter to Fr [James] Jones [SJ] from [Fr] E Coghlan, Grahamstown, setting out 

the conditions under which the Society will take over the running of St Aidan's 

College and set up a mission, with a description of the College and its 

surroundings. Also a postscript about day and boarding students and the 

training of young men for the priesthood.

[Fr] E Coghlan 1 November 1874

14-16
Letter to Fr Provincial [Peter Gallwey SJ] from [Fr] W[alter] Bridge [SJ], St 

Aidan's College, highlighting difficulties in performing missionary work due to 

labour shortages. Also discusses completion of new building to serve as an 

infirmary, the need for a Chapel, and a wall to be built around the grounds for 

privacy and to prevent thieves.

[Fr] W[alter] Bridge 

[SJ]
7 July 1876

17-18 Letter to [Fr Peter] Gallwey [SJ] from [Bishop] J[ames] D[avid] Ricards, 

Grahamstown, about a Mr Thilwell, correspondent for the Standard and artist 

for the London Illustrated News who was at Stonyhurst and is currently on his 

way to Lake Nyassa [Lake Malawi], and the possibility of establishing a mission 

with his help. 

[Bishop] J[ames] 

D[avid] Ricards
13 July 1876

19-22
Letter to Fr Provincial [Peter Gallwey SJ] from [Fr] W[alter] Bridge [SJ], St 

Aidan's College, enclosing sketches of the house and grounds drawn up by Fr 

[Augustus] Law [SJ]. He discusses the plans and the options for the College, and 

the possibility of hiring a farm to keep livestock.

[Fr] W[alter] Bridge 

[SJ]
14 July 1876
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23

Letter to Fr Provincial [James Jones SJ] from [Fr Ambrose Monnot] SJ, Saint-

Étienne, regarding the Zambesi Mission and suggesting a sum of money is 

available for missionary work from the Propagation of the Faith.

[Fr Ambrose 

Monnot] SJ
21 November 1878 French

Signature difficult to 

read but likely to be  

Ambrose Monnot SJ, 

Provincial of the 

Lugdunum (Lyon) 

Province.

24-25
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, regarding payment for books, and 

the arrival of a lay Brother to accompany Fr [Antony] de Wit [SJ].  

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
20 November [1878]

26-27 Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, discussing Fr [James] Jones [SJ's] 

gloomy view of the African mission but insisting there are plenty of volunteers 

willing to join the mission.

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
27 December [1878] Recipient not stated. 

28-29 Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole anxious that his letters reach Fr 

Depelchin before he leaves Mount Street.  

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
30 December [1878] Recipient not stated. 

30-31

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, confirming receipt of a cheque and 

asking after the accounts of the Belgian and German Mission. Weld intends to 

write a circular letter asking for annual subscriptions for the education of 

subjects for the mission. He has heard from Fr [Augustus] Law [SJ] who has 

begun his journey into the interior.

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
30 May 1879 Recipient not stated. 

32-33 Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, reporting that Fr General [Peter 

Beckx SJ] has written to Fr [Joseph] Van Eckhoven in Belgium requesting that 

he send the accounts for Africa. Weld also mentions that he lent a greatcoat to 

Mr Drakes who was passing through from Bombay which has not been 

returned.

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
18 June 1879 Recipient not stated. 

34-35
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, about Fr Provincial [James Jones 

SJ's] poor opinion of the mission and financial matters.

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
21 June 1879

Signature obscured but 

this is Weld's hand. 

36
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, who has received a letter from the 

party at Tati; a wagon of supplies is to be sent from Grahamstown. Also 

provides address at which Fr [Augustus] Law [SJ] can receive letters.

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
nd

Either missing first page 

or is part of 34-35 

above.
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37-38
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, on the subject of novices for the 

Zambesi mission. The letter also discusses the Jamaica and Honduras mission.

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
7 July 1879

39-40 Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, expressing concerns that Fr [Henry] 

Depelchin [SJ] has not employed a guide. Weld notes a mistake in the 

allotment from the Propagation. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
22 July 1879

41-42 Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, confirming receipt of the balance 

sheet for Africa and outlining his plans for the novices. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
26 July 1879

43-44 Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole acknowledging receipt of a list of 

subscriptions for donations and describing an experiment to be carried out to 

an ox. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
18 September 1879

45-46
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, reporting news from Frs Depelchin 

and Law  who are travelling to Gubulawayo for an audience with Lobengula. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
11 October 1879

47 Letter from Rev A[loysius] Varsi [SJ], St Ignatius College, San Francisco agreeing 

to have Fr Weld's pamphlets on the Zambesi Mission forwarded to the college 

for distribution.  

A[loysius] Varsi [SJ] 29 October 1879

48 Letter from [Fr] L[eonard] Lavinge [SJ], Paris, requesting instructions on how to 

pay a sum of money towards the Zambesi Mission. 

[Fr] L[eonard] 

Lavinge [SJ]
4 November 1881 French

49-50

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, on the possibility of attracting 

Spanish-speaking subjects for missions. Weld describes the visit of Fr Depelchin 

to Lobengula's camp, and Lobengula's return visit. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
19 November 1879

Appears incomplete, no 

signature. 

51-52
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, requesting money to be transferred 

to the Zambesi mission account. Bishop Ricards was not sure how much ready 

money was available as a large sum of money was tied up in American bonds. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
25 November 1879

53-54 Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, with an update from the party at 

Gubuluwayo where Lobengula has not yet made a decision; at present the 

Jesuits are loosely attached to Lobengula's 'court' and have befriended the 

queen and her entourage.

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
5 December 1879
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55-56
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, with the news that the Zambesi 

mission is fairly well-established and Fr Depelchin is to start for the Zambesi in 

April with Fr [Antoine] Terorde. Fr Terorde is to travel from Kimberley with Fr  

Travel arrangement discussed, Fr Temende is in Kimberly and will likely travel 

on with Fr [Antoine] de Wit and Br [Arnauld] Vervenne. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
6 January 1880

57-58 Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, noting that Fr Terorde is still in 

Kimberley, has arranged a guide with local knowledge and has learned from 

the mistakes of the first party which set out. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
19 February 1880

59a

Loose fragment from envelope stamped Cape Town, Cape Colony, Feb 81. 

Annotation reads: '19 Nov I ride and join the post. News arrived this morning - 

Fr Law is living - all are living. Wagon got back - the wagon of help already in 

Guddue.'

[1881]

It is not clear where this 

envelope belongs in the 

volume or who the 

author or recipient is. 

59-60
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, seeking confirmation of reports that 

Colonel Lanyon intended to march on Lobengula. Fr Terorde has requested 

that all heavy luggage be sent six months in advance of travelling.

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
31 March 1880

61-62
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, on the reports in the Italian 

newspapers that one of the priests has been imprisoned by Lobengula and that 

no news has been heard from this priest for either six months or six weeks. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
2 April 1880

63-64 Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, confirming that the report of the 

missing Father is incorrect. There has been no news from Tati regarding the 

death of Fr [Karl]Fuchs. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
3 April 1880

65-66
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, on the subject of accounts of the 

Zambesi Mission and the distribution of funds to individual Jesuits. There is 

news from Fr [Charles] Croonenberghs at Gubuluwayo, via Fr Lea, that he is 

kept busy providing medical treatment to the locals. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
22 May 1880
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67-68 Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, on the news that Fr Law is to travel 

to Umzila with Lobengula's queen. Fr Heep has requested books on the local 

languages. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
7 June 1880

69 Excerpt of letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, to Fr Sidgreaves [SJ] 

requesting capable men to be sent to join the mission. The mission is making 

progress with the exception of the station at Graff Reynet where 'there is a 

little want of savois faire.'

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
20 July [1880]

70-71 Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, with an update on the mission. A 

fresh party cannot set out from Grahamstown because Seerust [Zeerust] and 

Christiana are held by the Boers. The priests at Gubuluwayo are cut off while 

the war lasts. Weld reports that Fr [Ferdinand] Heep, Fr Emmanuel Gabriel and 

Br Joseph Dowling are to join a Portuguese mission in Quelimane 

[Mozambique]. Weld sees no reason to doubt Lobengula's claim that Fr Law is 

alive. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
29 June 1880

72-73
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Rome, requesting passage to the Cape for 

himself and scholastics Thomas Manning, Joseph Hornig, Edmund Gisler, 

Michael Fitzgerald and Joseph Currie. Fr Depelchin has broken his leg. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
17 June 1882

74-75
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, with news on the support of the 

Portuguese government for missionary endeavour in [Mozambique]. Fr Heep 

has written from Quelimane. Lobengula has sanctioned the station at 

Pandamatenga and there are still conflicting reports about the whereabouts of 

Fr Law and party. Fr Dejoux has requested material for Quelimane. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
1 June 1881

76-77
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Campolide, Lisbon clarifying the dates of the 

steamers to plan the journey to the Cape. Weld reports on the negotiations 

with the Portuguese concerning recognition of the Zambesi Mission. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
23 May 1881

78-79
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ],describing an accident suffered whilst on 

board a ship. There are further details about the Portuguese negotiations. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
18 April 1881
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80-81
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ],  Fiesole, reporting that letters to and from 

South Africa have been waylaid. Weld expresses concern that the Boers will 

not give clemency to Catholic missionaries in the Transvaal.

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
30 March 1881

82-83
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, describing the progress of his fund-

raising activities and the arrangements being made with the Portuguese.

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
26 March 1881

84-85
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] Fiesole, on the news that Fr Terorde has died 

from poisoning or fever at Masembi's kraal. A letter from Fr de Wit has been 

brought to Kimberley by an Englishman but it does not shed light on Fr Law's 

fate. The rumour in Grahamstown is that one of Fr law's party is dead. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
11 March 1881

86-87
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ]. Fiesole, on the news of a letter from Fr 

Charles Croonenberghs at Gubuluwayo reporting that a wagon has been 

recovered [presumably in relation to Fr Law's party]. Weld reports on a 

meeting with d'Andrada who is supporting the Portuguese missions in 

[Mozambique] and is inclined to support the Zambesi mission.  

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
9 March 1881

88-89
Letter from [Fr] John Lea [SJ] at St Aidan's, Grahamstown, to Fr [Alfred] Weld 

[SJ], with a letter from Fr de Wit but no news of Fr Law or about the wagon 

that left Gubulawayo under Mr Grant. Lea has met Mr [Courtney] Selous, a 

hunter, who accompanied Law part of the way to Umzila's kraal; Selous has 

heard from the natives that Fr Wehl, the two brothers and their wagon are at 

Umzila's kraal, and that Fr Terorde is dead. The fate of Fr Law, according to 

Selous, is unknown.

[Fr] John Lea [SJ] 25 February 1881
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90-91

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] on the news that he has received a letter 

from Fr Law at Umzila's kraal, dated 31 October [1880]. Law had suffered from 

a fever but Weld hopes he will hold out until the party from Gubuluwayo 

reaches him. Law's letter describes how the Sabi river proved very difficult to 

cross, the wagon had to be abandoned and the party continued on foot, Fr 

Wehl went ahead of the party but seems to have been lost. Law reported that 

Umzila had sent some of his people to recover Br de Sadeleer and the wagon. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
11 February 1881

Fr Law was 

accompanied by Fr 

Charles Wehl and Brs 

Hedley and Sadeleer to 

Umzila's territory. Wehl 

became lost during the 

journey and was 

presumed dead.  Law 

and the brothers 

continued to Umzila's 

kraal, but had to 

abandon their wagon. 

Sadeleer went back to 

the wagon and then on 

to seek help, but Law 

and Hedley stayed in 

their hut. Law said his 

last Mass there on 10 

October 1880 and 

continued to write his 

diary until 13 October 

1880.  He died on 25 

November 1880.

92-93 Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] on the plans to head to Sofola 

[Mozambique] to find out what has happened to Fr Law. There has been no 

news of Fr Depelchin. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
3 February 1881

94-95 Letter from [Fr] John Lea [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, to Fr 

Sidgreaves [SJ] reporting the college is very full at present, as owing to the war, 

the missionaries have not been able to depart up-country. Fr Lea has received 

no news of Fr Law or Fr Depelchin. 

[Fr] John Lea [SJ] 28 January 1881
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96-97 Letter from Fr E[mmanuel] Gabriel [SJ], writing from Grahamstown to confirm 

his safe arrival at St Aidan's and giving an account of their journey to South 

Africa. 

Fr E[mmanuel] 

Gabriel [SJ]
12 January 1881

98-99 Letter from [Fr] George Porter [SJ] to Fr Sidgreaves [SJ] discussing the need for 

a map of the lower Zambesi and the progress which has been made by 

D'Andrada in regard to mapping the region. Porter wants to improve 

communication between the Upper and Lower Zambesi missions. There has 

been no news of Fr Depelchin. 

[Fr] George Porter 

[SJ]
6 January 1881

100-

101

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, noting that Fr Blanca should have 

reached Grahamstown unless he had been held up by the Boers. Discusses a 

concern about the drinking water in Umzila's territory and worries about the 

expedition of Fr Depelchin and Law.

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
4 January 1881

102-

103
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, discussing the preparations of Fr 

[Emmanuel] Gabriel and [?] Fr de Kinder in London. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
6 December 1880

104-

105

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole confirming the date of departure as 

30 December and stating that the party should reach Tati by April, depending 

on the land journey. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
1 December 1880

106-

107
Letter from [Fr] John Lea [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, to Fr 

Sidgreaves [SJ] on the matter of the seven cases that are still at Cape Town. 

Lea has received a letter from Gubuluwayo but there is no news of Fr 

Depelchin or Law. A chapel and kitchen has been built at Gubuluwayo, and Fr 

Croonenberghs is preparing to baptise his first soul in Matabeleland. 
[Fr] John Lea [SJ]

26 November 1880

108-

109

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, on the arrangements for the 

Zambesi party to leave Southampton on 16 December. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
19 November 1880

110-111
Letter from Fr Ch[arles] Croonenberghs [SJ] at Gubuluwayo with news of Fr 

Law's expedition being attacked by rebel Mashonas in Umzila's territory. Law 

had reached Umzila's kraal and Croonenberghs had sent a relief wagon under 

Mr Grant. The wagon is to be taken to Guddue where guides will carry the 

supplies by foot to Umzila's kraal. The reports of the attack and the fate of the 

fathers are conflicting. 

Fr Ch[arles] 

Croonenberghs [SJ] 
18 November 1880
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112-113 Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, noting the names of two Jesuits, Frs 

Jacobs and Gabriel, who are to join the Zambesi mission. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
23 October 1880

114-115
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole. Weld has received a letter from Fr 

de Wit stating all is well in Matabeleland; there has been no news from Fr Law. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
4 October 1880

116-

117

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole,  with arrangements for Fr Heep, Br 

Fraser and Br Dowling to be sent to Grahamstown by second steamer in 

October. Fr de Wit has provided details on what they newcomers should bring 

with them in terms of outfits and possessions, recommending a portable altar 

for the priests. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
1 October 1880

118 Dunbrody expenses from 15 March to 15 July 1882 with a covering note from 

Fr Alfred Weld. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
[1882]

119-

120

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, 

announcing his safe arrive at Dunbrody and giving a brief account of their 

journey. Weld is convinced Dunbrody can be commercially viable by farming 

ostriches. Weld expresses concern about the state of finances across the 

mission. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
23 March 1884

121 Letter from [Fr] George Porter SJ, Fiesole, with instructions from Fr Weld in 

Bombay to send Fr Hiller and Fr Torrend to Grahamstown. 
[Fr] George Porter SJ 20 November 1882

122-

123
Letter from [Fr] H[enry] Ramiere [SJ], Toulouse, on the matter of Fr Weld's 

chromolithographs which are to be sold for the benefit of Zambesi mission.

[Fr] H[enry] Ramiere 

[SJ]
nd

124 Excerpt of letter to from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Gibraltar, to Fr Sidgreaves 

requesting the shipping date when supplies were sent to Quilimane 

[Mozambique]. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
20 December 1881

125
Excerpt of letter to from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Gibraltar, to Fr Sidgreaves, on 

the possibility of stopping off in Lisbon to discuss the Portuguese Zambesi 

Mission and to glean any news of those on the mission. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
13 December 1881

126
Letter from [Fr Provincial, Lyons] Ambrose Monnot [SJ] to Fr Assistant [Alfred 

Weld SJ] on the subject of the mission at Quelimane [Mozambique]. 

[Fr] Ambrose 

Monnot [SJ]
9 December 1881 French
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127-

128

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Fiesole, on funds to be sent to the lower 

Zambesi [Portuguese] Mission via Lisbon. Postscript notes the death of Fr 

Heep. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
22 October [1881]

129-

130
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], Rome, enclosing a batch of letters from Fr 

Depelchin giving an account of the expedition undertaken last summer. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
14 October 1881

131-

132 Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], asking the recipient to some vegetable 

seeds to Fr Dejoux [SJ]. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
nd [October 1881]

Undated letter, 1881 

written retrospectively 

in pencil. 

133-

134

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] Rome, on Fr de Wit being conned out of a 

wagon and some oxen. Weld expresses hope for a missionary residence at 

Pandamatenga. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
8 October 1881

135-

136

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] Rome, requesting Fr Law's journal and 

discussing the perils of sending items by post. There is general discussion of 

personnel. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
7 October 1881

137-

139

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] Rome, on whether Fr Law's journal can be 

printed and the possibility of a history of the Umzila expedition. There is a 

request for items to be sent to Quelimane and Weld encloses Br de Sadeleer's 

letter giving an account of the death of Fr Wehl. Items required listed on final 

page. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
1 October 1881

Fr Wehl was part of Fr 

Law's party to Umzila's 

kraal; he became 

separated and was lost 

for many months. He 

joined Br de Sadeleer to 

head to Sofala 

[Mozambique] on foot 

and died there shortly 

after arrival. 

140-

141 Letter from [Fr] John Lea [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, to Fr 

Sidgreaves enclosing Fr Law's journal. Lea had made two copies of the journal, 

one for St Aidan's and one for Fr Law's father. There has been no news of Fr 

Wehl, Br Hedley and Br de Sadeleer or from Fr Blanca as to their fate. 

[Fr] John Lea [SJ] 15 July 1881
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142-

144
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld at Dunbrody, enclosing a list of men to be sent 

to join the Zambesi Mission and giving an account of the state of Dunbrody, 

particularly various expenses to be incurred in establishing the station. The 

postscript discusses the progress of the native school in Grahamstown. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
14 July 1884

145-

146

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at Dunbrody on proposals to buy a farm in 

the Transvaal as a means to support other mission stations financially. Weld 

itemises the likely expenses to be incurred in the next six months at Dunbrody 

(livestock, fences, pumps etc) and a sum of money to be sent to the missions 

up-country. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
7 August 1884

147-

148
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at Dunbrody on the money raised by ostrich 

farming and the selling of feathers. Weld outlines ongoing expenses at 

Dunbrody and reports that a school has been opened for boys. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
23 August 1884

149-150
Letter from [Fr] Giroud [SJ] at Marseille to Fr Sidgreaves on the matter of Fr 

Dejoux and Mr Fabre, and a dispute over money at Quelimane.
[Fr] Giroud [SJ] 2 January 1885 French

151-

153

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at Dunbrody on income and expenditure at 

Dunbrody and across the mission. Weld describes a meeting with a local Boer 

and the prospect of war against the English

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
11 January 1885

154-

155
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at Dunbrody on the news the juniors are not 

coming and the poor state of mission finances, particularly the complaints 

made against Fr Dejoux. Weld reports Fr Temming and Fr Engels are 

established in the Transvaal [at Kalkfontein]; in the Lower Zambesi a station is 

to be opened at Boroma; Buluwayo and Pandamatenga remain very isolated. 

Weld also reports on the progress of the farm at Dunbrody. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
6 February 1885

156-157 Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at Dunbrody with a list of items to be sent 

from England with the juniors. Weld notes the money pledged by Cardinal 

Simeoni is to be used towards a convent.  

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
[?16] February 1885

Date partly illegible, 

could be 16th. 
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158-

159

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at Dunbrody on the news of the death of 

Charles [surname not given]. Fr Croonenberghs has been sent to America to 

raise funds for the mission. Weld discusses progress at Dunbrody, where there 

has been a serious drought but a flash-flood caused an accident with one of 

the wagons. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
March 1885

Right-hand margin of 

pages a little torn, 

obscuring part of the 

text. 

160-

161
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at Dunbrody, on the receipt of a cheque 

from Fr D’Aheree [Belgian Procurator] which has helped to appease the bank. 

At Dunbrody there has been flooding. Weld discusses the nearby Moravian 

Mission, which Bishop Ricards hopes will eventually pass to the Jesuits. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
18 April 1885

162-

163

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at Dunbrody on the difficulties he has had in 

sending a report to Sainte Enfance [Association of the Holy Childhood] on the 

mission schools. Weld notes Fr Gabriel has been appointed Parish Priest at 

Zumbo. Discussion of the problems at Dunbrody, particularly the lack of 

fencing. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
3 May 1885

164-

165

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at Dunbrody confirming safe arrival of the 

three juniors and describing the flooding of the Sunday River. Weld gives an 

account of the progress of the Boer War. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
18 May 1885

166-

167
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, 

acknowledging receipt of a cheque and giving an update on the Dunbrody 

mission and the progress of the scholastics. Fr Jacobs is to return to Europe.

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
20 June 1885

168-

169
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, 

explaining how money has been spent, and where and why further funds are 

required. Weld has based himself at St Aidan's to avert the crisis at the college 

and the poor spirit among the community.

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
27 July 1885

170-

171

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, 

enclosing an account of a visit to Dunbrody by Colonel Schermbrucker and his 

views on the farm, reporting on an improved situation at St Aidan's and 

progress made on the lower Zambesi.

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
5 October 1885
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172-

173 Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, with 

news of the death of Fr Emmanuel Gabriel, ongoing debts across the mission 

and enclosing another account of Dunbrody written by an outsider. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
12 October 1885

174 Letter from [Fr] Ch[arles] Croonenberghs [SJ] in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, with 

details of his expenses, noting the deaths of Frs Gabriel, Kroot and Petidy, 

commenting on the leadership style of Fr Weld and giving an account of his 

American trip. 

[Fr] Ch[arles] 

Croonenberghs [SJ]
21 November 1885

175-

176 Letter from [Fr Alphonse Daignault SJ] at Quelimane with an update on the 

lower Zambesi missions: Boroma, Tete, Sena, Mopea and Quelimane. There is 

need for more stations but not enough men. 

[Fr Alphonse 

Daignault SJ]
17 December 1885

Signature not clear but 

the hand matches that 

of 11 March 1886 [see 

175-176 below]. 

177-

178

Letter from [Fr] [A]lphonse Daignault [SJ] at Quelimane noting the arrival of Frs 

Czimmermann and Hartman, and 3 lay-brothers, relaying worrying news from 

the stations up-river and outlining proposals for enlarging the accommodation 

at Quelimane. 

[Fr] A[lphonse] 

Daignault [SJ]
11 March 1886

179-

180 Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, mostly 

expressing financial concerns particularly as Dunbrody is not yet self-sufficient. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
19 April 1886

181-

182
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, on the 

subject of the mission's debts. Weld reports differing opinions on the viability 

of Dunbrody and of a great famine affecting the Lower Zambesi stations. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
26 April 1886

183-

184
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, on the 

subjects of debts and money overdrawn at the bank. Weld gives an account of 

the flooding at Dunbrody and the examinations taken at St Aidan's. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
18 May 1886

185-

186
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, on 

debts and expenses, the progress of Fr Croonenberghs in America and plans to 

start the novitiate in coming months. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
31 March 1886
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187-

188

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at Dunbrody with a list of men to join the 

mission, positive news from Dunbrody and describing a visit to the Keilands 

station in the Transkei. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
31 March 1886

189-

192
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, giving 

something of an account of the mission and the decision to head into the 

interior. Weld argues the establishment of a scholasticate will solve the 

problems of manpower and produce missioners with knowledge of the local 

language. Weld also discusses the issues of the lower Zambesi mission. The 

novitiate is to be opened at Graaf Reinet. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
15 August 1886

193-

194
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, with the 

news that Fr Fraser has left for his mission to the Tembus, the need to build a 

good house at Stutterheim and an account of the Tete mission from Frs 

Daignault and Courtois. The Lower Zambesi mission may have to handed over 

to the Vicar General. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
20 September 1886

195-

196

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ], writing from Port Elizabeth where he is to 

meet Bishop Ricards and giving an account of an ostrich attack. Fr Fraser has 

settled at Keilands.

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
27 September 1886

197-

198

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, noting 

the arrival of Frs Rabier and Barthelemy to join the mission and describing 

Bishop Ricards's visit to Dunbrody. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
27 June 1887

199-

200

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, 

discussing various financial matters. Weld writes he is suffering from 

exhaustion and requires help. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
29 June 1887

201-

202

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at Dunbrody on the matter of a debt of £500 

and the efforts to raise money for the mission. Weld discusses the progress 

made at St Aidan's. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
15 January 1888
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203-

204 Letter from [Fr] A[lphonse] Daignault [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, 

acknowledging receipt of cheque, noting Fr Weld is now in Graaff Reinet as 

Master of Novices and Director of the Nuns and passing on news from Frs 

Prestage and Czimmerman. 

[Fr] A[lphonse] 

Daignault [SJ]
14 February 1888

Fr Alphonse Daignault 

became Superior of the 

Zambesi Mission in 

1887 following Fr 

Weld's retirement. 

205-

206

Letter from [Fr] A[lphonse] Daignault [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, 

on the subject of the debts incurred by Fr Courtois in the lower Zambesi and 

the debts incurred by the mission as a whole. 

[Fr] A[lphonse] 

Daignault [SJ]
27 February [1888]

207-

208

Agreement to transfer St Aidan's College and the residence of Graaf Reinet 

from the English Province to the Zambesi Mission. Signed by Edward Purbrick 

SJ [Fr Provincial] and Alfred Weld SJ [Fr Assistant]. 

[Fr Edward Purbrick 

SJ]
1880

Note added: finally & 

completely carried out 

in 1884. 

209-

210
Letter from [Fr] A[lphonse] Daignault [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, 

to Fr Sidgreaves on the ongoing debts and financial issues. 

[Fr] A[lphonse] 

Daignault [SJ]
2 April 1888

211-

212

Letter from Fr I[gnatius] Rice [SJ] to [Fr] G[eorge] Sidgreaves [SJ], on the 

subject of the guarantees held by himself and by Fr Weld. 
[Fr] Ignatius Rice [SJ] 23 May 1888

213-

214

Letter from [Fr] Jos[eph] Jacobs SJ at Innsbruck [Austria] requesting that a 

particular book be sent to the Zambesi Mission when the next lot of items is 

forwarded. 

[Fr] Jos[eph] Jacobs 

SJ
25 May 1888

215-

216

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at Dunbrody requesting various books and 

with the news that a steamer has made its first trip up the Zambesi greatly 

reducing travel time. Weld gives an update on Dunbrody and the ostrich 

farming. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
19 May 1888

217
Letter from [Fr] L[eonard] Lavigne SJ, Paris, regarding purchases made for Fr 

Barthelemy which are to be sent to Grahamstown with Fr Dupeyron. 

[Fr] L[eonard] 

Lavigne SJ
21 September 1888 French

218-

219
Letter from [Fr] A[lphonse] Daignault [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, 

thanking the recipient for the news that the young men have arrived safely [in 

1888 the decision was taken to send the scholastics back to Europe] and 

expressing hope that expenses on the mission will be much reduced. 

[Fr] A[lphonse] 

Daignault [SJ]
17 February 1889
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220-

221

Letter from [Fr] A[lphonse] Daignault [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, 

on various financial matters including money owed to pay for Fr Weld's 

oleographs. Fr Barthelemy's case has not arrived. 

[Fr] A[lphonse] 

Daignault [SJ]
4 March 1889

222-

223

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at Dunbrody, on various financial matters, 

£500 owed by Fr Lea and the prospect of buying a farm in the Transvaal. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
2 May 18[84]

This letter does not 

appear to fit with the 

1889 letters and 

possibly dates to an 

earlier period when Fr 

Weld was still Superior.

224, 

226

Letter from [Fr] A[lphonse] Daignault [SJ] at Dunbrody with the news that Fr 

Barthelemy's case has arrived. He is still dealing with Fr Weld's old debts (the 

payment for the oleographs) and reports on a diphtheria outbreak at St Aidan's 

where one boy has died. 

A[lphonse] Daignault 

[SJ]
6 May 1889

There is no folio 

numbered 225 but 

letter appears to be 

complete. 

227-

228

Letter from [Fr] Ch[arles] Croonenberghs [SJ], writing from Belgium with the 

details of a cheque and passing on his good wishes to the English Province 

after his years of service. 

[Fr] Ch[arles] 

Croonenberghs [SJ]
16 May 1889

Fr Croonenberghs was 

sent to North America 

in 1885 to raise funds 

for the Zambesi 

Mission. He returned to 

Belgium after this task. 

229
List of 16 Jesuits associated with the Zambesi Mission and their locations. nd [1880s]

230-

231

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at Dunbrody with an update on the finances 

at Quelimane provided by Fr Dejoux and requesting a sum of money to cover 

the cost of wire fencing at Dunbrody. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
13 June 18[84]

This letter does not 

appear to fit with the 

1889 letters and 

possibly dates to an 

earlier period when Fr 

Weld was still Superior.

232-

233

Letter from [Fr] John O'Riordan to [J. Canon Rice] enclosing a letter from James 

Dunlea, solicitor of Middleton Co. Cork., concerning duties and the closure of 

an estate. 

[Fr] John O'Riordan 14 July 1889

Not obviously 

connected to the 

Zambesi Mission. 
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234-

235
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at Dunbrody to  [Fr] G[eorge] Sidgreaves [SJ], 

concerning the best way for cases to be sent to South Africa, describing an 

accident that occurred to him during the procession on Corpus Christi and 

discussing the diphtheria outbreak in the colony. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
31 July 18[89]

236-

237

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at Dunbrody requesting money for various 

reasons and confirming the arrival of details of a party of newcomers on the 

latest steamer. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
10 October 18[84]

This letter does not 

appear to fit with the 

1889 letters and 

possibly dates to an 

earlier period when Fr 

Weld was still Superior.

238-

239
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at Dunbrody with the news that Fr Dejoux's 

proposed college will not receive funding as he had believed and discussing 

various financial matters.  Weld reports Mopea has been destroyed, Br Fereira 

was forced to flee and Fr Vesterneck has died.

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
1 November 18[84]

Fr Maurice Vesterneck 

died at Mopea on 24 

June 1884. 

240-

241

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at Dunbrody, with arrangements for three 

juniors and Fr Arndt from the Galician Province to join the novitiate and 

reporting on a scheme to pump water at Dunbrody. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
24 November 18[84]

242-

243
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at Dunbrody, with news regarding Rhodes 

Charter and the likely resistance to invasion by the Matabele. The three Jesuits 

[at Gubulawayo?] have retreated to Tati to Colonel Carrington's headquarters. 

Lobengula plans to send an army to drive out the Portuguese who have been 

building forts on the south side of the Zambesi. Weld and Fr Daignault met 

with Cecil Rhodes and Carrington at Kimberley to discuss the state of affairs.  

suspect war is imminent, account of visit with Fr Daignault to Kimberly to meet 

Cecil Rhodes and Frederick Carrington, description of storm damage to 

property. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
18 December 188[4]
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244-

245
Letter from [Fr] A[lfred] Weld [SJ] at Dunbrody on the subject of patents 

[context unclear]. Fr Gabriel reports Mopea has been sacked and Weld advises 

the station be abandoned. The community at Dunbrody has just returned from 

their villa [holiday] camping in nearby mountains. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
15 December 188[4]

246-

247

Letter from [Fr] A[lphonse] Daignault [SJ] at Mafeking requesting money to 

support the work of the military ambulance. Daignault reports all is well at 

Bulawayo where Lobengula has given permission for the expedition to 

Mashonaland. 

[Fr] A[lphonse] 

Daignault [SJ]
27 February 1890

248-

249
Letter from [Fr] A[lphonse] Daignault [SJ] at Mafeking on the arrangements for 

the expeditionary corps, Fr Prestage has been appointed chaplain to the 

expedition. Daignault wonders how the locals will react to the party. 

[Fr] A[lphonse] 

Daignault [SJ]
5 March 1890

250 Letter from B Helder, publisher to the Holy See, to [Fr] G[eorge] Sidgreaves [SJ] 

enclosing a cheque for the Zambesi Mission. 
B Helder 16 March 1890

251-

252

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred Weld [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown, with a 

description of wagon building and the news that Lobengula will not resist the 

expeditionary party in Mashonaland in return for Matabeleland being left 

alone.

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
24 March 1890

253-

254

Letter from [Fr] A[lfred Weld [SJ] at St Aidan's College, Grahamstown on the 

uncertainty surrounding whether Lobengula will fight or not. Fr Prestage is at 

the front and Fr Temming is to accompany the pioneer party. At Keilands, Fr 

Hornig is to baptise 40 persons. 

[Fr] A[lfred] Weld 

[SJ]
5 May 1890

256-

257
Letter from [Fr] J[ules] Torrend [SJ] at St Helier's, Jersey, to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] on the subject of the distribution of prospectuses. In the post-

script Torrend asks whether the English Province has accepted responsibility 

for St Aidan's and the other missions in South Africa. 

[Fr] J[ules] Torrend 

[SJ]
7 December 1890

There is no folio 

numbered 255. 

258, 

260 Letter from [Fr] Joseph Ronchi [SJ]. 

[Fr] Joseph Ronchi 

[SJ]
22 December 1890 Latin

261-

262

Letter from [Fr] H[enry Schomberg] Kerr [SJ] at Stutterheim to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] discussing Fr Daignault's powers as Superior and something of 

his nature as a man.

[Fr] H[enry 

Schomberg] Kerr [SJ]
22 February 1891

There is no folio 

numbered 259. 
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263 Letter from [Fr] H[enry Schomberg] Kerr [SJ] at Salisbury to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] seeking clarification as to whether funds are available for 

church building. 

[Fr] H[enry 

Schomberg] Kerr [SJ]
6 March 1891

264-

265

Letter from [Fr] A[lphonse] Daignault [SJ] at St Aidan's, Grahamstown, on 

various financial matters and arrangements for some nuns to be sent to 

Macloustie. Daignault hopes Fr Prestage and the [Dominican] sisters will soon 

move to Fort Salisbury. 

[Fr] A[lphonse] 

Daignault [SJ]
9 March 1891

266 Carte postale to [Fr] G[eorge] Sidgreaves [SJ] with a bill for sending material to 

Fr Joseph Ronchi by registered post. 
29 September 1891

267 Letter from [Fr] H[enry Schomberg] Kerr [SJ] at Graaff Reinet to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] suggesting that future journeys to South Africa should be via St 

Helena. Kerr has visited Graaf Reinet but has not yet made it to Dunbrody, 

which is cut off by floods. 

[Fr] H[enry 

Schomberg] Kerr [SJ]
16 November 1891

268-

270
Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] giving an account of his journey, describing Cape Town and Port 

Elizabeth, and giving an account of the state of the College and its buildings. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
7 December 1891

271-

272

Letter from [Fr] A[dolphus] Bontemps [SJ] describing his journey which was 

disrupted by the presence of a 3rd class passenger was in their cabin for much 

of the trip.

[Fr] A[dolphus] 

Bontemps [SJ]
22 November 1891

273-

274

Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] with a description of the College and the need for buildings to 

be completed. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
14 December 1891

275-

276

Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] with a plan to send unused schoolbooks to England for sale to 

raise money for additional buildings at St Aidan's. Colley reports on a visit to 

Dunbrody. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
2 January 1892

277-

278
Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] reporting that the College has reopened for the new term but 

will only grow if numbers [of Catholics] grow in the colony. Colley makes 

suggestions for the manpower required at the College. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
1 February 1892
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279-

280

Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] with details of the impending expedition to Macloutsie for 

which Fr Kerr is not fit to join. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
7 March 1892

281-

282
Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] apologising for the trouble caused by the second-hand books 

and with the news that Frs Kerr and Barthelemy are heading to the railway 

terminus at Vryburg to head up-country to start a new mission. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
20 April 1892

283 Letter from [Fr] A[lphonse] Daignault [SJ] at Augsbourg on various financial 

matters and relaying news from who has requested 20 or 30 lay brothers. 

Daignault requests to meet Cecil Rhodes in England.

[Fr] A[lphonse] 

Daignault [SJ]
April 1892

284-

285
Letter from [Fr] J[ules] Torrend [SJ], Jersey, on how and where to divide the 

stock of his books so as to best benefit the Zambesi Mission.
[Fr] J[ules] Torrend 

[SJ]

21 April 1892

286-

287

Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] concerning the last vows of Fr Barthelemy, Fr Manning has 

consumption the expedition up country with Fr Kerr is making very slow 

progress. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
9 May 1892

288-

289
Letter from [Fr] W[illiam] Arkwright [SJ], Jersey, concerning a chalice from the 

Zambesi Mission that is to be returned with Fr Daignault and his party. 

[Fr] W[illiam] 

Arkwright [SJ]
27 May 1892

290-

291

Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] acknowledging receipt of a cheque and noting the lack of news 

from the party heading north (the post takes a month from Fort Salisbury). Fr 

Manning is dying. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
29 May 1892

292-

293
Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] acknowledging receipt of a cheque and explaining the 

remittance from Holland. It is difficult to communicate with the Fr Kerr as the 

expedition north is still on the move. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
14 June 1892

294 Postcard from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] to [Fr] G[eorge] Sidgreaves [SJ] giving his 

new address and noting Fr Manning is very ill.

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
25 June 1892



Calendar of Bound Volumes MSB/37 Zambesi Mission Papers, 1874-1893 21

295-

296

Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] on various financial issues, describing the cold weather and 

giving an account of how hard it is to reach Grahamstown from other parts of 

the colony. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
27 June 1892

297-

298

Letter from [Fr Marc] Barthelemy [SJ] at Rouen concerning the payment for 

certain goods. 

[Fr Marc] 

Barthelemy [SJ]
28 June 1892 French

299-

302
Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] to [Fr] G[eorge] Sidgreaves [SJ] at Port 

Elizabeth where he is making a retreat for nuns and giving his opinion on the 

Dunbrody mission. Colley comments more generally on the prospects for 

conversion in the Colony if more men were available. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
9 July 1892

303-

304
Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] reporting there has been no further news from Fr Kerr since his 

telegram confirming arrival; a recent letter from Fr Prestage said the party was 

at Fort Victoria. Fr Kerr's journal will probably be printed at some point. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
22 August 1892

305-

306

Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] on Fr Daignault’s travel plans. Colley is waiting to hear from Fr 

Kerr on the suitability of a farm property and gives his opinion on the various 

mission stations in South Africa. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
12 September 1892

307-

308
Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] on commissions for the College, including incense. With Fr Kerr 

in Salisbury and Fr Daignault doing a great tour of Europe, Fr Colley has been 

asked to go to Dunbrody or to take up more responsibilities. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
2 October 1892

309-

310

Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ], noting the safe arrival of newcomers, giving an account of the 

weather and his own health, and speculating on the progress of Fr Kerr at Fort 

Salisbury. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
24 October 1892
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311

Letter from [Fr] P[eter] Duffels SJ at La Haye [the Hague] writing, following 

communication from Fr Daignault, concerning a sum of money to be paid to 

the Zambesi mission. 

[Fr] P[eter] Duffels SJ 26 October 1892 French

Fr Duffels was 

Procurator of the Dutch 

Province; it is likely he 

was writing to Fr 

George Sidgreaves. 

312-

313
Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ], thanking him for news of the new Fr General, requesting 

incense, enclosing notes on the mission for Fr Goldie and expressing concerns 

about the time Fr Kerr has been away. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
31 October 1892

314-

315

Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] on the news that Fr Jones has been appointed English Assistant, 

discussing the need for English Jesuits at St Aidan's and passing on news of a 

letter from Fr Kerr.

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
14 November 1892

316-

317
Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] on some of the issues in missionary work when the populace is 

so widely scattered and with the news that Fr Kerr is to remain in 

Mashonaland over the wet season in spite of his health concerns.  

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
21 November 1892

318
Letter from [George Frederick Samuel Robinson, 1st Marquess of Ripon] at 

Studley Royal, Ripon to Fr [ George] Sidgreaves enclosing a cheque of £50 for 

Fr Kerr's work. 

[George Frederick 

Samuel Robinson, 

1st Marquess of 

Ripon]

8 December 1892

319-

320

Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] on various financial matters, the payment of tickets and the 

distribution of personnel. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
12 December 1892

321-

322

Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at Uitenhage to [Fr] G[eorge] Sidgreaves 

[SJ] reporting on Fr Kerr's account of his journey in the north and a description 

of the retreat he is giving. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
25 December 1892
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323-

324

Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at Uitenhage to [Fr] G[eorge] Sidgreaves 

[SJ] acknowledging receipt of a remittance and promising to send this on to Fr 

Barthelemy in Salisbury. Colley discusses the naming of the protectorate as 

Rhodesia. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
1 January 1893

325-

328
Letter from [Fr] A[lphonse] Daignault [SJ] to Fr Provincial [John Clayton SJ] 

giving an account of the Society's possessions in South Africa, including 

estimates of debt, income and the likelihood of continued prosperity.

[Fr] A[lphonse] 

Daignault [SJ]
7 January 1893

329 Status temporalis, Cape Colony, January 1893. [1893]

330-

331
Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] giving an account of Fr Kerr's progress in the veld, the efforts of 

Frs Hartmann and Prestage, the settlement at Shishawasha [Chishawasha] and 

the progress of Salisbury as a city. Fr Hartmann has learnt the local language. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
17 January 1893

Edges of letter torn, 

partially obscuring text. 

332-

333
Letter [Fr] P[eter] Prestage [SJ] at Salisbury to Fr [Reginald] Colley [SJ] 

expressing relief that he did not cause offence to Colley by stating his opinion 

on the Zambesi, describing how the German brothers succumbed to fever and 

giving an account of a journey with Fr Kerr. 

[Fr] P[eter] Prestage 

[SJ]
30 January 1893

334-

335

Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] enquiring whether Fr Jones has died and passing on details of 

articles about the mission soon to be published. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
6 February 1893

336-

337

Letter from [Fr] H[enry] S[chomberg] Kerr [SJ] at Salisbury reporting that 

everyone, except himself, has fever. Kerr is not satisfied with Fr Colley but 

there is no one to replace him. 

[Fr] H[enry 

Schomberg] Kerr [SJ]
12 February 1893

338-

339

Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] discussing the effects of the extreme heat and reporting that Fr 

Manning has received the last sacraments. 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
27 February 1893

340-

341

Letter from [Fr] Joseph Hornig [SJ] at Keilands with details of the quitrent 

which is 3 months overdue, expressing hope that the benefactress of the 

mission will meet this obligation and discussing proposals for a new mission 

station. 

[Fr] Joseph Hornig 

[SJ]
15 March 1893
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342-

343

Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] with news from Fr Kerr of the continued fever at Shishawasha 

and Fr Kerr's belief that much more could be done with men and money as 

property is easy to acquire. Fr Kerr has written to Fr Provincial about Fr Colley's 

ill health.  

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
20 March 1893

344-

345
Letter from [Fr] Reginald Colley [SJ] at St Aidan's College to [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] discussing the fever in Salisbury and the relief that might be 

provided if the English Province assumes control of St Aidan's, 

[Fr] Reginald Colley 

[SJ]
25 April 1893

346-

347

Letter from Fr F[rancis] Ploegman [SJ], Rome, on the subject of the Zambesi 

Mission finances. 

Fr F[rancis] 

Ploegman [SJ]
1 May 1893 Latin

348 Letter from [Fr Paul Sandoz SJ], Lyon, on the subject of items destined for Fr 

Daignault. 
[Fr Paul Sandoz SJ] 28 July 1893 French

349-

350

Letter from [Fr] H[enry Schomberg] Kerr [SJ] at Salisbury to  [Fr] G[eorge] 

Sidgreaves [SJ] expressing concerns about the failure of banks around the 

world and hoping the Standard Bank remains secure. Kerr notes Fr Colley’s 

return, the progress of Fr Daignault in America and comments on Br Curry's 

death. 

[Fr] H[enry 

Schomberg] Kerr [SJ]
6 August 1893

351 Dunbrody Mission accounts 1893 nd [1893-1894] Latin


